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he mfant repubhe of the Unrted States of Amenca has slowly been grovvmg up for just over 200

]efferson is remembered as one. of the most rmportant American fathers. Jefferson possessed a
. vrvrd 1mage of the kind of adulthood he wished for his mfant republic. The mortal nature of man ensures:

~ that ]efferson could never have survived long enough to parent his nauon to adulthood, but he doubtless—-‘ |
Iy hoped to leave his baby 1n the hands of generations who would protect it, care for it; and nutture it to v
it his ideal. It appears to me, however, that wolves somehow krdnapped the 1nfant repubhc and have
) managed to raise it in a way that ]efferson never would have mtended ' L

‘Thomas Jeffersons varied lrfe experrences and the sheer restlessness of hrs mmd prevented h1m

. | from formulating an entrrely consistent philosophy of life and politics. Therefore, itis 1rnpossrble for me

o assert that Jefferson would dlsagree with every srngle aspect of contemporary American society. He

- would for example, be pleased to note that his Declaration of Independence - still stands as he composed
- it. He would likely agree with our laws against employment discrimination based on relrgrous creed, as’

years. Its founding fathers are all gone now, but their | memory lives on. In particular, Thomas o

,,.‘_‘they echo his Bill for the Establishment of Relrgrous Freedom in Virginia (1779). Jefferson wotld also be L
- :proud that his University of Vrrgrma still attracts students who wish to learn, and is still 1ndependent of -

~any relrgrous body. These are the three embodiments of Jefferson’s principles of which he was the most
- proud — the three he chose to be remembered by in his eprtaph —and they are all alive and seemmgly -

-~ well, so Jefferson could not be entirely displeased with the state of American affairs today. But a look

* below the surface of contemporary American society reveals a wealth of attitudes that would most cer-
tamly make Thomas Jefferson turn over in his grave _ LR :

As a college student the first place that I notice a dlscrepancy between ]effersons vision and

~ contemporary reality is in the realm of education, Arnencas present policy that a full education is a rrght
- of every child drgresses from ]effersons opinion on the matter. Jefferson embraced a policy of selective -
education; deemmg it necessary to educate all children, nch or poor, provided that they show promrse for
- learning and hence benefiting society- at large Along with this desire to educate went the provision of

: scholarshrps, which mrght at first glance appear to be need-based (in the case of the poor people), but.

which in Jefferson’s eyes were ment-based ]effersons Vrrgmra Bill for the general diffusion of knowledge -
- provided for free public elementary education for all non-slave boys and girls, followed by scholarships to

grammar schools fot the more deservmg of the boys, and then more scholarshrps to William and Mary -
for the most promising of these young men; While Jefferson advocated the public tax-supported lngher

education-of “those persons, whom nature hath endowed with genius and virtue” only, we attempt to - '

offer all students an opportumty for hrgher educatron regardless of prror academrc performance Federal S



' loans Pell grants, and the totally need based endowments so popular at colleges and universities today

o .'represent a turn away from Jeffersoman education. ]efferson would also likely be shocked at the continu-

ing education of women — females with Ph.D.’s, co- -ed institutions, etc. — and, I i 1mag1ne, would be -
. absolutely appalled by the recent events at the Citadel! Educatron, in ]effersons mind, was a means for

o “dlummatmg - the minds of the people at large,” ‘which would achieve the soc10pollt1cal end of guard-

ing the republic. against tyranny. To him education was. not, as ‘American soc1ety views it today, a r1ght or
‘a requirement to be offered 1nd15cr1m1nately ' '

‘ Along w1th selectrve education, tolerance of rehgron was one of ]effersons suggestrons for keep— :
L mg the republic alive. ]efferson was a deist, believing that 2 Creator had been present in the beginning,
- but that all destmy now lay in the hands of man. ]efferson advocated total religious freedom 1 in the name -
fof abolishing every kind of tyranny over the mind of man.” An established official church was a means
-~ of control, and therefore not permrssrble ina repubhc. Anda re].rgrous body overseeing an institution of
: _educatmn> Absolutely unthinkable in Jeffersons mind! Furman, Bob Jones University, Bngham Young,
~and yes, even Elon College would be on Jefferson’s “hit list” were he alive today. In fact, Jefferson found-
ed the Un1vers1ty of Virginia as an. 1nst1tut10n freed from religious afﬁhatron Apparently, Jefferson -
. defended the separatron of church and state. Although Amierica still adheres to this general policy in

- government the presence of any of these religiously affiliated educatronal institutions would gall

§ Jefferson — they are the antithesis of hrs Unrversrty To h1m we are steppmg backwards by lettmg edu-
~cation and rehgron remain entangled :

Speakmg of entanglements, Amenca has turned its back on Jeffersons chosen forergn pohcy

- Our current tendency to get involved in other countries’ affairs opposes Jefferson’s vision for his republic.

' ]efferson was outspoken in his advice to avoid all entangling alliances, presumably because guardmg the
interests of other nations seldom resulted in furthermg the good of the American people, the ultimate
goal of the repubhc. In. contrast, Amenca has alhed itself with countries as varred as Russra, Germany,
‘South V1etnam, Korea, and Bosnia. Furthermore, America has strayed from ]effersons vision by takrng

_ nearly every opportunity to engage in conflict wrth other nations, In ]effersons Words, “Never Was.50

: much false arithmetic. employed on any subject as that which has been employed to persuade nations

that it is their interest to go to war” (Notes on Virginia). Contemporary America has delved into other

 nations’ business far too frequently to merit Jefferson’s approval. Jefferson’s first 1naugura1 speech includ-

~ ed his creed of ¢ peace, commerce, and honest friendship with all nations, entangling alliances with none.
This ]effersoman ideal has gone to pot, as America seems to be the first to contemplate war, embargo, :

! and skeptrcrsm in foreign relations, and the first to. get invelved in questlonable alliances. L i 1mag1ne that

s Jefferson would take one look at his* repubhcs state of international affairs and say, “I told you so.”

‘Rarely has the condrtron of Amerrcas people been amehorated through its 1nvasrve forelgn policy. -

_ ]efferson would hkely drsagree with the majority of our mternal economic- pohcy Amerrca is
. known worldwide as a center of big business. Industry has overtaken the agrarian society of Jeffersons _
dreams, ]efferson executed the Louisiana Purchase partly to expand the republic’s government and terri-

. - tory. With all the new land, people would have more room to spread out-and get down to agrarian busi-

niess, However, from the looks of today’s US. maps, nobody wanted to go west; the majority of -

Ametica’s populatlon is still concentrated east of the Appalachians. Even where people live in the West, -
_ population i is cenitered around a few large metropoh an outcome which would frustrate ]efferson to no
end! It is’ true that Charlottesvrlle, Vrrgmm, being- Jeffersons hometown, sull attempts to-drive mdustry




~and urbamty away, since ]efferson wouldnt have wanted it. However most other reglons of America’
-aren’t so conscience-stricken; and the resultmg crowded cities ate not what Jefferson 1ntended America’s
~trend of a.llowmg free i 1mm1grat10n further grates against Jefferson’s ideal, The pnncrples of foreign gov-’ :
"ernrnents, Jefferson stated ‘would infiltrate America through immigrants and soil the pure repubhcan

- government. Not only does America boast an industrial economy relylng on large numbers of immi- -
grants for labor, but it also mcludes a national bank chartered by the Federal Government, another one -

- of ]effersons pet peeves. A national bank Would put too much power in the hands of the government,

Jefferson believed, drawing it away from a repubhc. The current Arnencan economy is clearly not a ful-
T ﬁllment of ]effersons dreams, erther : : '

Amerrcas government Would hkely attract ]effersons mterest before anythmg else. Unfortunately
for ]efferson, however, he would find that the contemporary government does not fit his image of the
- ideal repubhc A charnpron of states’ rrghts and distribution of power all the way down to the individual
citizen, Jefferson would likely call our government too centralized, Washmgton, he would say, has too
much power, and he would remember the statement in his autobiography: “Were we directed from ‘
: Washmgton when to sow and when to reap, we should soon want bread.” ]efferson would find Amenca

' bread- -hungry in light of the mefﬁcrency of many of our recent governments, Repubhcan and -

e Democraﬁc alike: The endless debatmg, the recurrent polrtrcal scandals (Whitewater, the Amta Hrll

" case, the Iran- -Contra: affa1r), and the habrt of polmcal leaders to renege on their promlses once elected
all point to the mefﬁcrency ofa government as centralized as Ammrca s. According to Ieffersons first
1naugural address, a “wise and frugal government, which shall restrain men from i mjunng one another,”

"~ was a cornerstone of the republican. creed. The wisdom and frugahty of our current government are both

debatable; my guess is that our attempt is niot exactly what ]efferson had envisioned. Apparently, the cur—'
 rent trend in’ government is o wrest: power away. from the everyman” of socrety Jeﬁ'erson believed that:
the people knew their own 1nterests and could be trusted; the very purpose of educatron was to 1mplant o
knowledge into the common mind so that tyranny would not be able to. sneak i inand grab a foothold. 1
-~ do riot see the current government as placrng a lot of trust in the hands of the people As one example,

L ~HMO’s have been. establrshed because we apparently are not: capable of deciding the best for our own

health care' Here, the government seems to doubt that the natural survival instinet is possessed by every
human, that we are incapable of choosing the care that will keep us alive. I do not think that Thomas .
]efferson would apprec1ate being told when he could visit a doctor and whom he could see. Accordmg to
' ]efferson, N0 man was 1ndrspensable, and the government of the repubhc should never allow any man to
consider hrmself such. All too often in contemporary America, individual citizens feel led bhndly around
as if on a trust walk — but there is no trust in either direction between the people and the government.
Jefferson would no doubt consider this sentiment a shame, since he believed that the underlying purpose -
_of the government should be to ameliorate the condrtlon of the people Jefferson believed strongly that =~
power corrupts, and the corruption of recent leaders by power shows that the ]effersoman ideal is v131bly
; dymg in Washmgton also :

A A ﬁnal area in whrch Jefferson’s dream has turned into ]effersons mghtmare is Amencan enter—
tainment. In all of his endeavors,]efferson sought to learn. His hunger for information drew him to -

books: not novels, but non-ﬁcnon tomes. Americans today are ternpted with TV, movies, and radlo, but
these media are not necessanly antr-]effersoman What ]efferson would be disappointed with is the ‘
sheer volume of entertainment having no educatxonal value whatsoever, and the fact that the ma)onty of e

‘ 'Amencans are obsessed wrth these opportumnes to the exclusron of educatronal opportumtres Ir



: : '_i,]efferson walked into a college dorm ona Saturday and Watched a student sleep tﬂl noon, get up and
~ watch cartoons for four hours, and then go out drinking. until 3 AM., he would be shocked. Jefferson
= beheved in educauonal entertamrnent a concept alien to rnuch of contemporary Amencan soc1ety, espe— o

: vc1a]]y to- younger members ' : : : '

I do not believe that Thomas Jefferson would v1ew contemporary Amerlcan soc1ety as a fulfill-
ment of his vision for the mfant republic. Jefferson was an optimist, though and I doubt he would per-

o ceive contemporary society as the end. He would say that America is still growing up; look to the future;

and hope that today is buta stage of adolescent rebelhon and that his infant repubhc w111 one day mature 5
“ashe would have wanted it. ‘ SRR '



