
More than  people attended a Ceremony of Commemoration held
Oct.  at the African-American burial ground at Monticello.

The featured speaker at the event was Julian Bond, chairman of the
NAACP and a member of the faculty of the Corcoran Department of
History at the University of Virginia. Bond, a grandson of slaves, said
that while those interred at the site were buried “as property, we honor
them as people.”

The audience also heard remarks from the Rev. Rickey White, pastor
of the Union Run Baptist Church of Shadwell, a church founded in
 by former Monticello slaves, and Daniel P. Jordan, president of the
Thomas Jefferson Foundation.

During the proceedings, the names
of approximately  men, women,
and children who lived as slaves at
Monticello between  and 

were read aloud by those in atten-
dance.

Members of the audience also had
the opportunity to honor those
buried at the site by placing roses in a
metal pot and by dropping off written
messages, which were buried inside
the cemetery.

The event included a traditional
African libation ceremony performed
by P. Welbeck, a native of Ghana
who now lives in Richmond, with the
assistance of Robert C. Watson of
Hampton University. Music was
provided by trumpeter Ry Wilson of
Harrisonburg, Va., and the Baptist
Union Church Choir of Dillwyn, Va.
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