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Introduction  

In the preparatory study for the Thomas Jefferson Foundationôs strategic plan of 2009, 

the Robert H. Smith International Center for Jefferson Studies (Smith ICJS) was identified as the 

department with the potential for the greatest growth.  As a result of the study, the future 

priorities outlined in the Foundationôs five year strategic plan include engaging ña global 

audience in a dialogue with Jeffersonôs ideasò  to encourage critical engagement and exchanges.  

The plan envisages harnessing the synergy between the power of place and the power of ideas, 

and creating a worldwide community of schools, scholars, citizens and tourists.  It is part of a 

broader attempt of going beyond being a onetime historic site destination, to building 

relationships both among actual visitors to the house and among an external audience.  Smith 

ICJS is central to this mission.  

During the year, the Smith ICJS hosted more international events that at any time in the 

past.  In April 2009, in association with the University of Sydney, Smith ICJS co-hosted a 

variety of different forums on Jefferson for the first time in Australia.  It sponsored the 

participation of Annette Gordon-Reed (Professor at New York University and Rutgers 

University), Jack Greene (Professor Emeritus of Johns Hopkins), Amy Bushnell (Brown 

University), and Cinder Stanton (Shannon Senior Historian at Smith ICJS).   They each gave 

independent talks.  Annette Gordon- Reed and Jack Greene delivered two of the annual 

university lectures at Sydney.  Andrew OôShaughnessy and Cinder Stanton spoke at the United 

States consulates in Sydney and Melbourne.  Amy Bushnell gave a paper at one of the university 

seminars.  During the trip, Annette Gordon-Reed heard that she had won the Pulitzer Prize. This 

created a frenzy of national media attention.  Andrew OôShaughnessy also spoke for an hour on 

Jefferson on the popular morning national radio show hosted by Margaret Throsby.  There were 

receptions given by the United States Consulate in Sydney and the United States Studies Centre 

at Sydney University.  The main event was a symposium of academics, senior journalists and 

laymen on the subject of ñWhat is the legacy of Thomas Jefferson and why does it matter 

today?ò  The visitors were joined by some twenty professors from across Australia, Tasmania, 

New Zealand, the United States and Britain. Bob Carr, the veteran Australian politician, and 

former premier of New South Wales, was present and expressed a particular interest in writing 

about Jefferson.  Thanks to the original invitation and hospitality of former Smith ICJS Fellow 



Cassandra Pybus, the trip represented an ideal blueprint for the future of scholarly venues and 

larger public events.  A detailed itinerary is provided in Appendix 7. 

In association with the Boston Public Library and the Massachusetts Historical Society in 

June, Smith ICJS also co-hosted a conference a conference on ñJohn Adams and Thomas 

Jefferson: Libraries, Leadership and Legacy.ò  It was a moveable scholarly feast which began in 

Boston and ended in Charlottesville.  The conference was funded and instigated by Bob Baron, a 

former president of the American Antiquarian Society.  He provided a railway carriage to bring 

the guests from Boston to Charlottesville. Under the auspices of the Smith ICJS, Senator Gary 

Hart gave the keynote lecture at the Harrison Institute at the University of Virginia.  C-SPAN 

filmed the panel sessions held at the Jefferson Library.  The best papers will be published in a 

volume edited by Bob Baron and Conrad Wright of the Massachusetts Historical Society.   

In September, Smith ICJS held a scholarly conference on the subject of ñTransatlantic 

Revolutionaries:  Jefferson and Paine in America, Britain and Franceò to coincide with the 

anniversaries of the death of Paine and the retirement of Jefferson from the White House.  There 

was a reception by the United States consulate and an opening lecture at the Franklin House in 

London.  The panel sessions were conducted at the Reform Club in Pall Mall, London.  It was 

the most important scholarly event commemorating the anniversaries and will result in a volume, 

edited by Peter Onuf and Simon Newman, published by the University of Virginia Press.  The 

discussions were enlightening and revealed both major similarities between Paine and Jefferson, 

and subjects on which Paine was less radical than Jefferson.  There were some particularly 

illuminating papers on the dissemination of the ideas of Paine and Jefferson in Europe.   

In November, the Smith ICJS held a forum in Brno at the University of Massaryk on the 

subject of ñThe United States of America ï Jeffersonian Roots, Ideas and Policy. Continuity and 

Change?ò   The visiting scholars were joined by the local faculty and presented panel discussions 

before an audience of students. 

The importance of Smith ICJS to the interpretation of Monticello was very apparent in 

the exhibits unveiled at the new Visitor Center which opened in April 2009.  Smith ICJS scholars 

contributed their expertise to the curatorial department for the creation of both the film and the 

exhibits.  The digital quotes in the entrance hall of the exhibit center and the accompanying 

publication were prepared with the assistance of the staff of The Papers of Thomas Jefferson:  

Retirement Series.  The quotes consequently have no capital letters, because Jefferson did not 



use capitals. The treatment of the lives of enslaved people in the exhibition and film represent the 

culmination of some 40 years research by our own staff members. The particularly rich 

documentation and archaeology makes it possible to discuss individuals and not just speak of 

slavery in impersonal terms. In the ñTo Try All Thingsò exhibit, there is a section comparing the 

lifestyles of the field hands, the domestic slaves, the white laborers and Jeffersonôs family. The 

newly excavated artifacts in exhibition were dug by our archaeology department, which also 

provided the details for the plantation model in the courtyard that introduces the visitor to the 

expanse of the original plantation.  Barbara Oberg, the editor of The Thomas Jefferson Papers at 

Princeton suggested the title of the exhibit, ñThe Boisterous Sea of Liberty,ò during a meeting of 

the advisory board of Smith ICJS.  The ultimate credit must, of course, go the curatorial staff for 

their own research and their discerning use of the available expertise at Monticello.  

Smith ICJS global outreach is additionally achieved through publications and through the 

internet.  A selection of the papers from the Smith ICJS Prague conference of 2007 was 

published in a volume entitled Religion, State, and Society. Jeffersonôs Wall of Separation in 

Comparative Perspective, eds. Robert Fatton, Jr. and R.K. Ramazani (New York: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2009), with a preface by Saunders Director Andrew OôShaughnessy.  The Smith 

ICJS published a new monograph by Keith Thomson entitled A Passion for Nature. Thomas 

Jefferson and Natural History (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2009).   

Thomson is a former dean at Yale and professor at Oxford University, and a Smith ICJS fellow.  

Smith ICJS also published The Papers of Thomas Jefferson:  Retirement Series Volume 6.  The 

516 documents printed in full in Volume 6 of the Retirement Series of the Papers of Thomas 

Jefferson (March to November 1813) include important discussions of wartime political 

economy, passages in Greek and Anglo-Saxon, key statements of Jeffersonôs views on neology 

and intellectual property rights, his memoir of Meriwether Lewis, and an exceptionally large and 

interesting series of exchanges with John Adams on politics, history, and religion. 

Smith ICJS also issued the first Monticello compact disc entitled Music from the 

Jefferson Collection. An Evening of Songs & Sonatas.  It includes a booklet with an aerial photo 

of Kenwood and the Jefferson Library.  The recording was made at a live concert hosted by 

Smith ICJS at the Rotunda at the University of Virginia, and at studio sessions in Kenwood.  As 

a member of the board of the University of Virginia Press, Andrew OôShaughnessy has 

negotiated an agreement that future volumes of conference proceedings, the Foundationôs 



biennial lectures at the University of Virginia and books by former Gilder Lehrman Fellows will 

contain a Foundation logo and acknowledgment when published by the University of Virginia 

Press. This was a generous concession by the press since it does not receive subventions from 

Smith ICJS.   It was decided to end the formal contract with the University of North Carolina 

Press, which expires in 2010.  In the future, Foundation publications will be placed with various 

scholarly and commercial presses.      

Among the important developments in the worldwide web publications, the first 33 

volumes of The Papers of Thomas Jefferson (Princeton) became available in April through the 

Rotunda Project of the University of Virginia Press.  This is only available to subscribing 

libraries. It aims to make available the papers of all the Founding Fathers and already includes 

the papers of George Washington and John Adams, with the James Madison and the Ratification 

of the Constitution papers soon to follow.  In December, The Papers of Thomas Jefferson:  

Retirement Series at Smith ICJS submitted the first volumes to Rotunda.  The Thomas 

Jeffersonôs Libraries Project, initiated by the Jefferson Library, which aims to create a 

comprehensive list of books belonging to or known by Jefferson, became part of the Libraries of 

Early America project and is available on LibraryThing.org.  In association with the University 

of Southampton and the International Slavery Museum at Liverpool, the archaeology department 

designed and issued a popular and lengthy summary of their work in Saint Kitts and Nevis, 

which is available through http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism. 

Smith ICJS is already engaged in the global dialogue envisaged in the new strategic plan. 

The future will involve formal partnerships with other institutions.  In fall 2009, discussions 

began with the American Academy of Diplomacy, the Hoover Institution and the Brookings 

Institution.  There is currently no space for hosting large events without clearing the library.  In 

December, construction crews broke ground for a conference center on Montalto which will be 

part of Smith ICJS.  With its panoramic views of Monticello, this will indeed provide an 

inspiring location to combine the power of place and the power of ideas.  

 

        Andrew OôShaughnessy 

        Saunders Director 

 

  



I . Archaeology Department 

The archaeology department made significant progress on all four of its major long-term 

research and interpretive projects in 2009: DAACS, the Monticello Plantation Archaeological 

Survey, Monticello Home-Farm Household Archaeology Project, and the Mulberry Row 

Reassessment.     

 

Digital Archaeological Archive of Comparative Slavery (DAACS) 

DAACS (www.daacs.org) is designed to advance our understanding of the evolution of 

Monticello plantation and the plantation society of the Chesapeake, in the larger context of the 

slavery-based economy of the early-modern Atlantic world. Comparative data from other early-

modern plantation societies are critical to achieving this goal. DAACS collects, organizes, and 

delivers those data to scholars at Monticello and around the world via the web. Currently 

DAACS freely delivers data from 

over 33 archaeological sites related 

to slavery in the Chesapeake, 

Carolinas, and Caribbean to 

scholars and the public. (Exhibit 1) 

Funding comes from peer-

reviewed grants and from a modest 

endowment established with the 

help of a National Endowment for 

the Humanities (NEH) Challenge 

Grant.  DAACS is led by Project 

Manager Jillian Galle. 

 

NEH-JISC Grant: the Saint 

Kitts -Nevis Digital Initiative 

 In 2009 DAACS completed 

the Saint Kitts-Nevis Digital Archaeological Initiative (SKNDAI), funded by the NEH and the 

Joint Information Systems Committee in the United Kingdom.  SKNDAI was designed to 

advance understanding of slave lifeways on sugar plantations in the eastern-Caribbean islands of 

Exhibit 1. The new archaeological sites page from the DAACS 

website. Circles represent plantations for which data are 

available in the archive. 

http://www.daacs.org/


Saint Kitts and Nevis. The project was a collaboration with Roger Leech, professor of 

archaeology at the University of Southampton, and Rob Philpott, head of archaeology at 

National Museums Liverpool and its International Slavery Museum (ISM). Research activities 

included completing a shovel test pit (STP) survey of two late-eighteenth century slave village 

sites on Nevis, preliminary testing of their early-nineteenth century successors and a small 

village site on Saint Kitts. In addition, project staff transcribed and scanned related courthouse 

records. Archaeological and documentary data, including three dimensional laser scanned images 

of artifacts, are now ready to be launched on the DAACS website. A popular and lengthy 

summary of the project designed by Philpott, and Foundation staff Jillian Galle and Fraser 

Neiman, including text, images, and video, will debut on the ISM website in early 2010 

(http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/). 

In November 2009, Galle and Neiman wrote and submitted a proposal to the NEH 

Collaborative Research program to complete a STP survey of the two early-nineteenth century 

slave village sites on Nevis that were tested during the SKNDAI project.  The proposal also calls 

for an intensive survey of eighteenth and early-nineteenth century slave village sites on Saint 

Kitts.  This is a collaboration with scholars based at ISM, the University of Tennessee, and the 

University of Mary Washington. We will learn the outcome in May 2010. 

 

NEH Grant: The Hermitage Project 

In 2008 the archaeology department at The Hermitage, a house museum at the site of 

Andrew Jacksonôs plantation outside Nashville, received a $285,855 NEH grant earlier this year 

to catalog and analyze approximately 800,000 artifacts from the enslaved community using 

DAACS protocols and software, and to make the results available on the DAACS website.  

DAACS staff trained Hermitage researchers at Monticello and provided the software necessary 

for the project. In May 2009, the Hermitage terminated the projectôs principle investigator. 

Because the remaining Hermitage staff lacked the required expertise, The Hermitage and NEH 

asked DAACS to assume responsibility for completion of the grant and approved a transfer of 

the remaining funds.  In July 2009, DAACS staff transported the Hermitage artifacts to 

Monticello. Work resumed on the project in the DAACS lab in early 2010. NEH funding ends in 

August 2011.  

  

http://www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/ism/


Other Projects 

In January 2009, Jillian Galle 

coordinated and supervised the second of 

three planned three week field schools at 

Papine and Mona slave villages, Jamaica, 

in collaboration with the Department of 

History and Archaeology at the University 

of West Indies (UWI), Mona. (Exhibit 2) 

The sites are located on the UWI campus 

and were occupied from the mid-

eighteenth century into the nineteenth 

century. STP survey data from them will 

provide valuable comparative data with 

surveyed sites on Nevis, Saint Kitts, and 

from the north coast of Jamaica. 

  During the year, Galle and staff 

nearly completed a series of major design 

improvements to the DAACS website.  

Users will now have the ability to query multiple sites at once and to generate spatial data from 

shovel test pit surveys with greater ease. In addition, the organization of the website has been 

changed to more elegantly handle information on plantation landscapes, especially where we 

have data from multiple sites at a single plantation. 

    

The Monticello Plantation Archaeological Survey 

Closer to home, the department continued work on the Monticello Plantation 

Archaeological Survey. This long-term research project aims to locate all Jefferson-era 

archaeological sites on more than 2,000 acres of land owned by the Thomas Jefferson 

Foundation. The plantation survey is yielding startling new evidence that the Monticello tract 

witnessed dramatic changes in agricultural land use and settlement organization between its 

initial cultivation by Europeans and Africans around 1740 and Jeffersonôs death in 1826. During 

a three month field season, a crew of six led by Sara Bon-Harper (Archaeological Research 

Exhibit 2.  Professors Gordon Shirley (Principle) and 

Swithin Wilmot (Dean of Humanities and Education) 

of UWI -Mona, inspect artifacts from recent 

archaeological survey on the UWI campus. 



Manager), excavated an additional 1,481 STPs to the north and west of Monticello mansion, 

bringing the total number of STPs to 16,995 distributed across 505 acres. (Exhibit 3)  Among 

their discoveries is a scatter of wine bottle glass along a path extending north from the mansion 

to the North Spring, testimony to mishaps as slaves carried water up the steep slope from the 

spring, and to the fact that wine bottles, which are ubiquitous on domestic sites from the period, 

were recycled. Artifacts from this season have been catalogued and context records have been 

digitized for delivery on the DAACS website.  

With the completion of 2009 fieldwork, the Pippin tract is the only remaining tract of 

Jefferson-owned land on Monticello Mountain that has not been surveyed. The outlying quarter 

farms Tufton and Shadwell await exploration as well.  The Pippin and Tufton tracts have special 

importance to the larger settlement history of Monticello.  Documents hint that nearly all the 

Monticello home-farm slaves and their houses were moved to either one or both of these tracts 

when Jefferson leased them to John Craven in 1800.  If this is correct, then the early-nineteenth 

century sites in exhibit 3 all post-date 1810, when the Craven lease expired.  Puzzling out what 

really happened requires STP survey of the Pippin and Tufton tracts.     

 

 
Exhibit 3. Map of plantation survey coverage to-date. The dots are shovel test pits, spaced at 

40-foot intervals.  Twenty-foot intervals are used when artifacts are recovered. 


