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From the President
Dear Friends,
This year we commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Papers
of Thomas Jefferson, an editorial project launched at Princeton
University in 1943 with the enthusiastic support of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Thomas Jefferson Bicentennial
Commission. The goal of the project is to produce the definitive
edition of the papers of Thomas Jefferson. More than 40 volumes
have already been published by Princeton.
The Papers of Thomas Jefferson: Retirement Series is one of
the most historically significant scholarly initiatives undertaken
by the Thomas Jefferson Foundation. In 1999, we partnered with
Princeton University to accelerate the process of preparing and
publishing the letters and papers documenting the period of
Jefferson’s post-presidential years, 1809–1826, when he was in
residence at Monticello.
J. Jefferson Looney is Monticello’s editor of the Retirement
Series. Jeff and the Series were profiled recently by The
Washington Post’s Michael Laris, who wrote: “Thomas Jefferson
died 186 years ago. But J. Jefferson Looney still wants the
nation’s third president to speak for himself … Jeff says when
he is done, he wants readers hundreds of years from now to
have ‘pretty close to the ultimate tool kit’ for understanding
Jefferson.”
A part of Monticello’s Robert H. Smith International Center
for Jefferson Studies, the Retirement Series is preparing for
publication the more than 13,000 surviving letters and documents
that Jefferson wrote and received between his return to Monticello
in 1809 at the close of his second presidential administration and
his death on the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence, July 4, 1826.
We have produced nine of a projected 23 volumes of the
Retirement Series, with most of this material also available online
as a part of the University of Virginia’s Rotunda electronic imprint.
A free Internet edition of these volumes, made in collaboration
with the National Archives, now advances our long-term goal of
circulating Jefferson’s ideas to the widest possible national and
international audience.
During his retirement, Jefferson kept himself extraordinarily
busy. The breadth of his correspondence with a host of American
and foreign statesmen, inventors, educators, friends, family, and

ordinary citizens is truly astonishing. As Jefferson returned to the
pleasurable pursuits of farm and family, he also kept himself well
apprised of state and national politics, composed his memoirs, and
sold his beloved library to Congress to replace the one burnt by the
British during the War of 1812.
In addition, Jefferson spent much of the last dozen years of
his life founding the University of Virginia. In this he played an
extremely active role, deeming few aspects of the work beneath his
notice. Jefferson designed the school’s buildings and curriculum,
chose the books for its library, arranged for the hiring of its faculty,
helped raise both public and private funds for the institution,
and served as an officer and board member for many years. He
conveyed his pride in his role as father of the University of Virginia
by listing this accomplishment as one of three to be carved onto
his tombstone (the others being his authorship of the Declaration
of Independence and the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom).
Despite their intrinsic value, the vast majority of Jefferson’s
retirement papers have never before been published. In our most
recent volume, Jefferson writes to his son-in-law John Wayles
Eppes about the education of his grandson Francis Eppes, the only
surviving child of Jefferson’s daughter Maria. First published in the
Retirement Series, and featured below, the letter is particularly
prescient for Jefferson’s desire that young Francis supplement his
study of Latin and French by learning Spanish, “a language which
will be very important to an American; as we shall have great
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intercourse with Spanish America within
his day.”
The Papers of Thomas Jefferson
project is already transforming Jefferson
studies, and its completion will inevitably
produce a surge of new scholarship. I
hope you will join me in celebrating the
dedication of scholarly editors like Jeff
Looney who, over seven decades, have
been creating what will be the “ultimate
tool kit for understanding Jefferson.” If
you’d like to learn more about how to
support this ambitious and consequential
project, please contact Joshua Scott,
Monticello’s Director of Development, at
jscott@monticello.org.
With best wishes for a happy holiday
season,
Sincerely,

Leslie Greene Bowman, President and CEO

Read the article from The
Washington Post about Jeff Looney
and the Papers of Thomas Jefferson
at www.monticello.org/WPost.

Letter from Thomas Jefferson
to John Wayles Eppes
Courtesy American Philosophical Society
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From the president’s hand to the Internet
Here’s how a document goes from Thomas Jefferson’s pen to historian J. Jefferson Looney’s hands and eventually into a book and exhaustive online database:
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