
APRIL 13
Founder’s Day and  
Jefferson’s Birthday 
Celebration 
Monticello will mark the 274th anniversary 

of Thomas Jefferson’s birth with a 

celebration on the West Lawn featuring a 

keynote address from the recipient of the 

2017 Thomas Jefferson Foundation Medal 

in Citizen Leadership. 10 AM, FREE. 

APRIL 22-29
Historic Garden  
Week in Virginia
Each spring guests are welcomed to  

more than 250 of Virginia’s most beautiful 

gardens, homes and historic landmarks 

during “America’s Largest Open House.” 

Celebrate at Monticello with special 

tours and a garden-themed TOM TalkSM  

on April 24.  

APRIL 29
Thomas Jefferson Center for 
Historic Plants Open House
Celebrate historic garden week with a 

visit to Monticello’s nursery! Explore an 

inspiring display of historic plants in our 

preservation gardens; then find your 

favorites and more for sale in our nursery. 

Our knowledgeable staff will be on hand 

to answer your gardening questions. 

APRIL 29
Montalto Challenge
Runners and walkers can paticipate in this 

demanding, all-uphill course with thrilling 

views of Monticello, Charlottesville and the 

Blue Ridge Mountains. All proceeds support 

the preservation and maintenance of the 

Trail at Monticello.  

$35 ($45 on race day)
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JUNE 3 & 4 
The British Invasion, 1781
Relive the turbulent days of the American 

Revolution, when British soldiers captured 

Monticello. Experience musket-firing 

demonstrations, military drills, soldiers’ 

encampments and more. Adults, $15; 
kids ages 5-11, $9; those under 5, FREE. 
Additional admission required for tours. 
FREE for Annual and Family Pass holders.

JUNE 22 & 29 
TOM TalkSM: Jefferson’s Private 
Suite — The Latest Discoveries 
Tour the new restoration and see the 

furnishings in Jefferson's private rooms 

with Diane Ehrenpreis, associate curator, 

as if you were his own guest. You'll see 

special features, including a folding screen 

in the bed alcove, a turning device for his 

clothes and green wallpaper in the Cabinet. 

6 PM. $55 per person; includes a private 
reception.
 
 

JULY 4 
55th Annual Independence 
Day Celebration and 
Naturalization Ceremony  
The 55th annual naturalization ceremony  

at Monticello – one of America’s most 

moving July 4 events – will include remarks 

by a featured speaker, a Jeffersonian Open 

House with free walk-through tours of the 

first floor, patriotic music and more! 9 AM 
to Noon, West Lawn, FREE.  
Visit monticello.org/july4.

COMING SOON: NEW 
OFF-SEASON RATES
Have you always wanted to go upstairs at 

Monticello? For a limited time only, tickets for 

the Behind-the-Scenes tour will be available at a 

discounted, off-season rate! This exclusive pass 

takes you behind the scenes: through the first 

floor of Monticello and up the narrow staircase 

to explore the family quarters on the second and 

third floors, including the iconic Dome Room. 

Along the way you will see unique architectural 

features and visit newly restored spaces that 

reveal the complexities of family life at Monticello, 

as well as the lives of Jefferson’s enslaved 

servants. The Behind-the-Scenes tour provides 

a fuller picture of life at Monticello, and a better 

understanding of the man who authored the 

Declaration of Independence.

PRICES AND TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. VISIT MONTICELLO.ORG/CALENDAR FOR MORE INFORMATION.

Calendar Ø Events monticello.org 

NOVEMBER  
25-30 & 
DECEMBER 2-7
Holiday 
Wreath 
Workshops 
These ever-popular 

workshops, in their 

30th year, produce 

a gratifying end 

product: your 

own beautiful, 

handmade holiday 

wreath. Garden experts at Monticello lead 

participants in these three-hour workshops. 

$75; reservations required.

DECEMBER 3
Monticello Holiday  
Classic 5K and Kids Dash
Join the festivities during the 6th Annual 

Monticello Holiday Classic 5K and Deck 

the Halls Kids Dash! This 5K begins at 

Monticello's East Front and ends at the 

David M. Rubenstein Visitor Center. Kids 

12 and under can enjoy the Deck the Halls 

Kids Dash, a 1/4 mile loop around the flower 

garden walk of Monticello. Proceeds benefit 

the Saunders-Monticello Trail. This event 

is made possible thanks to the generous 

support of Optima Health. 

8 AM. $35 for 5K registration through     
Nov. 29, $45 after. $10 for Kids Dash.

DECEMBER 3, 4, 10 & 11
Monticello Gingerbread  
House Family Workshop 
Start a new family tradition! Craft your  

own mini Monticello from spicy 

gingerbread and festive candy.

2 PM. $55 for a Family Pass (4 guests  
and supplies for one gingerbread house)

DECEMBER 9-10, 16-23 & 26-30
Holiday Evening Tours
Monticello’s small-group house tours, 

which include the Dome Room, offer 

guests an intimate look at how the holidays 

were celebrated in Jefferson’s time.  

Guests will also have the rare opportunity 

to experience Monticello after dark. 

Tours begin at 5:30 PM, 5:45 PM, 6 PM. $55

Unique Holiday Gifts at       
The Shop at Monticello
New Holiday Gifts at The Shop at 

Monticello! Visit The Shop at Monticello 

or monticelloshop.org for exclusive gifts, 

handcrafted wreaths, holiday ornaments 

and more!  

SEPTEMBER 8 & 9 
11th Annual Heritage  
Harvest Festival 
This daylong festival — with kickoff day 

Friday — celebrates Thomas Jefferson, 

America’s “founding foodie,” who 

championed vegetable cuisine, plant 

experimentation and sustainable agriculture. 

Taste a bounty of heirloom fruits and 

vegetables and learn about organic 

gardening and seed-saving during

this fun, affordable, family-friendly festival. 

For detailed information and tickets, visit 
heritageharvestfestival.com. 

SEPTEMBER 21 & 28 
TOM TalkSM: Jefferson’s 
Recipes — “In Good Taste and 
Abundance”
Join us for a tasting tour to learn about 
some of the recipes Jefferson served 
at Monticello. Noted food historian Dr. 
Leni Sorensen will talk about some of 
Jefferson’s favorite dishes, sharing details 
of recipes, cookware he purchased in 
France, and little known facts about some 
foods we might now take for granted at 
our modern table. 6 PM. $55 per person; 
includes a reception with tastings during 
the tour.

OCTOBER 12 & 19 
TOM TalkSM: The View from 
Tufton Farm
Come hear about Betty Hemings, 
matriarch of the enslaved community, 
as well as the white overseers and hired 
slaves who called Tufton Farm home. 
Christa Dierksheide, Monticello’s historian, 
shares stories about the people who 
lived at this lesser-known area of the 
Monticello plantation in her walking tour.              
5:30 PM. $55 per person; includes a 
private reception.

Discounted rate of only $48 per person  
December 1-15, January and February 
Learn more at monticello.org/bts


