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A ‘Balanced’ First Cabinet

President Thomas Jefterson “shrewdly appointed” his first Cabinet,

“balancing able old friends and men who could win Republican
support where the party was weakest,” Willard Sterne Randall wrote
in Thomas Jefferson: A Life.
Perhaps Jefferson’s best friend and staunchest ally was Secretary of
State James Madison. A fellow Virginian who had served in the
= Virginia General Assembly and Continental
Congress, Madison strongly influenced the forma-
tion and ratification of the Constitution, and as a
member of the House of Representatives sponsored

the Bill of Rights.
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James Madison Albert Gallatin,
a native of Switzerland, was
Jefterson’s secretary of the Treasury. A
Revolutionary War veteran, Gallatin
served three terms as a congressman
from Pennsylvania before being
appointed to the Cabinet. He
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Army and minister to Portugal.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE.
© Thomas Jefferson Foundation, Inc., 2001

MONTICELLO


http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/press/spring01.html
http://www.monticello.org/

MONTICELLO NEWSLETTER VOLUME 12, NUMBER 1; SPRING 2001

Jefferson’s Cabinet
CONTINUED, PAGE TWO

The attorney general was Levi Lincoln of
Massachusetts, a member of the bar since 1775. A
Minuteman during the Revolution, Lincoln was elected
to both houses of the Massachusetts legislature and the
U.S. House. He later became governor of Massachusetts,

and turned down an appointment to the U.S. Supreme
Court.
Robert Smith of Maryland was Jefferson’s navy

Robert Smith

secretary. A prominent attorney, he was active in state politics and was
elected to the Baltimore City Council and both houses of the
Maryland legislature. He was Madison’s secretary of state until being
torced out of the position in 1811.

Outside the Cabinet, Jefferson named as minister to France former
Continental Congress delegate Robert R. Livingston of New York, and
as his private secretary Virginia neighbor and Army officer Meriwether
Lewis.

Vice President Aaron Burr was not part of Jefferson’s inner circle.
There is no strong evidence that Burr actively sought Federalist
support during the House balloting for president in 1801, but many
Republicans doubted his loyalty. Though Burr said he was willing to
serve the administration’s goals, Jefferson did not consult him on
appointments or policy decisions.
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